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CHARACTER is a person in a work of fiction.  Characters are described 
by their character traits or characteristics, which are the things we 
know about that character. 
 

The Characteristics of a Person -  
In order for a story to seem real to the reader its characters must seem 
real.  Characterization is the information the author gives the reader 
about the characters themselves.  The author may reveal a character in 
several ways:  
a)  his/her physical appearance  

b)  what he/she says, thinks, feels and dreams  

c)  what he/she does or does not do  

d)  what others say about him/her and how others react to him/her  

Characters are convincing if they are:  consistent, motivated, and life-
like (resemble real people)  

Characters are...  
1.  Individual - round, many sided and complex personalities. In novels, 
we watch characters change, develop and grow as the plot moves  

2.  Developing - dynamic, many sided personalities that change, for 
better or worse, by the end of the story.  
3.  Static - Stereotype, have one or two characteristics that never 
change and are emphasized e.g. brilliant detective, drunk, scrooge, 
cruel stepmother, etc.  

Characters are… 

motivated by the CONFLICTS within the novel. They are affected by 
and have to deal with the problems in the story 
moved along by the PLOT EVENTS within the novel. 
 

 


