
ENG 3U    Macbeth: LITERARY ESSAY  Name:____________________ 

Wilson         TOTAL MARKS:          /50 

Select ONE of the following essay topics and develop a persuasive/argumentative essay with a clear 

thesis on that topic. 

 Use  your own notes and a copy of Macbeth to assist you in developing your argument and the 

necessary support for it 

 You are expected to include at least three effective quotes from the play to support your points 

 Essay length is expected to be at least  1000 words, and in MLA format 

TOPICS (CHOOSE ONE) 

1. Characterize the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. If the main theme of 

Macbeth is ambition, whose ambition is the driving force of the play—Macbeth’s, Lady 

Macbeth’s, or both? 

 

2. Is Macbeth a moral play? Is justice served at the end of the play? Defend your answer by 

showing three or four ways in which justice is served. 

 

3. Is Macbeth a tragic hero according to the classical definition of the term or is he merely a 
monster? Does Shakespeare succeed in creating sympathy for Macbeth?  
 

4. Is Macbeth’s life controlled by the witches and their powers or does Macbeth act on his own 
accord and is therefore ultimately responsible for his actions? Argue and explain. 
 

The Marks... 

It is important that you complete each step in order to achieve the highest marks on this assignment. 

 

COMPLETED OUTLINE:    /10 (Application) 
Demonstrates understanding of required parts of essay.   

Information is coherent and logical 

 

ROUGH COPY & EDITING:   /10 (Communication/Application) 
Used suggestions from edited rough copy. 

Essay is complete, thoughtful and original 

Paragraphs are clear and effective 

 

FINAL COPY     /30 (Application) 
Essay is free of spelling & grammar errors 

Essay is coherent 

Essay uses a variety of supporting devices 

 

Due Date... 

Completed Outline:    Due _______________________ 

Rough Copy:     Due_______________________ 

Final Copy:     Due_______________________ 
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… ESSAY EDITING CHECKLIST… 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Captures attention        [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. Provides connection to topic       [ ]Yes  |  []No 

3. Supporting points included for organization     [ ]Yes  |  []No 

4. Hook/Transition included       [ ]Yes  |  []No 

5. Clear thesis        [ ]Yes  |  []No 

6. What is author’s thesis: _________________________________________________________ 

BODY PARAGRAPH #1 

1. Contains clear topic sentence       [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. Contains at least three specific pieces of evidence to support the topic  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

3. List the support and what type it is (i.e. example, reason, explanation, etc.) 

a. __________________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________________ 

c. __________________________________________________________ 

4. Support makes WHY/HOW connections by the writer to the thesis   [ ]Yes  |  []No 

5. The support clear and effective, and connected to the topic and thesis  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

6. Paragraph contains transition phrase      [ ]Yes  |  []No 

BODY PARAGRAPH #2 

1. Contains clear topic sentence       [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. Contains at least three specific pieces of evidence to support the topic  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

3. List the support and what type it is (i.e. example, reason, explanation, etc.) 

d. __________________________________________________________ 

e. __________________________________________________________ 

f. __________________________________________________________ 

4. Support makes WHY/HOW connections by the writer to the thesis   [ ]Yes  |  []No 

5. The support clear and effective, and connected to the topic and thesis  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

6. Paragraph contains transition phrase      [ ]Yes  |  []No 

 

BODY PARAGRAPH #3 

1. Contains clear topic sentence       [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. Contains at least three specific pieces of evidence to support the topic  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

3. List the support and what type it is (i.e. example, reason, explanation, etc.) 

g. __________________________________________________________ 

h. __________________________________________________________ 

i. __________________________________________________________ 

4. Support makes WHY/HOW connections by the writer to the thesis   [ ]Yes  |  []No 

5. The support clear and effective, and connected to the topic and thesis  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

6. Paragraph contains transition phrase      [ ]Yes  |  []No 

CONCLUSION 

1. Restates opinion/thesis in different words     [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. Includes a summary of the different topics/reasons    [ ]Yes  |  []No 

3. Includes a final clincher/call-to-action/closing statement    [ ]Yes  |  []No 
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SOURCES 

1. All sources have been properly formatted in essay (including quotes, paraphrase, etc.) [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. A “WORKS CITED” page has been included at the end of the essay, if necessary  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

TONE/VOICE/WORD CHOICE 

1. Writer’s tone is appropriate for the audience     [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. Writer’s voice seems honest and sincere     [ ]Yes  |  []No 

3. The writer uses strong, persuasive verbs     [ ]Yes  |  []No 

4. Writer avoids common phrases and cliché statements    [ ]Yes  |  []No 

5. Verb tense in the essay is in the present tense     [ ]Yes  |  []No 

IDEAS AND CONTENT 

1. Body paragraphs include specific support and connections to the topic  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. Ideas are clear and sensible       [ ]Yes  |  []No 

SPELLING/GRAMMAR/FORMATTING 

1. Major spelling and grammar errors have been noted for author   [ ]Yes  |  []No 

2. The essay includes a title, author/class information, and page numbers  [ ]Yes  |  []No 

3. Essay is double-spaced, typed in 11 or 12 size regular font    [ ]Yes  |  []No 

ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC: 
Use the essay rubric to see the areas you will be evaluated on for this assignment. 

CATEGORY 
LEVEL 1 
Below 

Expectations 

LEVEL 2 
Meets some 
expectations 

LEVEL 3 
Meets 

Expectations 

LEVEL 4 
Exceeds 

Expectations 

MARK 
COMPARISON 

K/U: 
Student 

demonstrates 
knowledge of topic 

Student 
demonstrates 

limited 
knowledge of 

topic 

Student 
demonstrates 

some 
knowledge of 

topic 

Student 
demonstrates 
considerable 
knowledge of 

topic 

Students 
demonstrates 

thorough 
knowledge of 

topic 

/15 

T/I: 
Student connects 

ideas and supports 
topic 

Student 
demonstrates 
limited ability 

to connect 
ideas 

Student 
demonstrates 
some ability to 
connect ideas 

Student 
demonstrates 
considerable 

ability to 
connect ideas 

Student 
demonstrates 

thorough ability 
to connect 

ideas 

/15 

COM: 
Information is 
communicated 

clearly and 
effectively 

Student has 
limited ability 

to 
communicate 

information and 
ideas 

Student has 
some ability to 
communicate 

information and 
ideas 

Student has 
considerable 

ability to 
communicate 

information and 
ideas 

Student has 
thorough ability 

to 
communicate 

information and 
ideas 

/10 

APP: 
Information is 
presented and 

displayed 
creatively and 

effectively 

Student has 
limited ability 

to apply 
knowledge and 

information 

Student has 
some ability to 

apply 
knowledge and 

information 

Student has 
considerable 

ability to apply 
knowledge and 

information 

Student has 
thorough ability 

to apply 
knowledge and 

information 

/10 

     TOTAL MARKS:    /50 (Recorded as APP) 

 

 

 

COMMENTS: 

ROUGH COPY DUE: 

FINAL COPY DUE: 

DUE DATES: 


